Palermo and Catania, the Civil Protection Department of Malta, and the University of Malta. SIMIT worked toward the establishment of an integrated system which will facilitate the evaluation, forecasting, prevention and mitigation of losses from geological hazards affecting the Sicily Channel. This has been done through a virtual common operations room, comprising efficient networking and a dedicated portal for rapid exchange of information, and by disseminating a culture of risk awareness and emergency management procedures. Although the project focused on the risks within the Sicily channel, the conference widened the scope to a larger area to include geohazards affecting the wider Mediterranean region. This special issue contains 20 research articles (mainly presented during the conference) that span over a wide range of topics such as:
• geological hazards;
• seismic hazard and risk;
• geophysical application to study site effects and landslides;
• seismic monitoring;
• seismic vulnerability;
• coastal vulnerability;
• public perception of risks and geoethics.
Baldassini and Di Stefano (2017) present a detailed study about the stratigraphy of the Maltese archipelago gathered by using a large amount of existing and unpublished data which allow a detailed and complete definition of the stratigraphic features of Maltese Archipelago sedimentary succession highlighting new insights into the tectonic setting of the Central Mediterranean region. Cavallaro et al. (2017) and Cultrera et al. (2017) used integrated analysis of field structural geology coupled with geophysical and seismological data to provide a structural re-evaluation of the seismic and geomorphological hazard, linking their findings with the seismic hazard in the central Mediterranean region. Hamdache et al. (2017) propose statistical analysis as a first step to contribute to regional seismic hazard computation providing detailed information on maximum regional magnitudes, characteristics of spatial clustering, and distribution of seismic energy release for the Algerian area. Nappi et al. (2017a, b) present the geologic-geomorphologic ground effects due to the strong 1743 Salento earthquake with the main aim to provide a positive contribution to the seismic hazard assessment of the Salento Peninsula (Apulia, southern Italy) which, despite the occurrence of several moderate-to-large earthquakes, is not considered as an area with high seismic hazard. Several papers in this special issue describe the use of geophysical applications and techniques to address hydrogeological risks such as landslides (Imposa et al. 2017; Capuano et al. 2017) , evaluation of seismic site response Albarello et al. 2017) , and the evaluation of ground subsidence in historical city centers (Leucci et al. 2017) . Capuano et al. (2017) propose a new procedure to analyze continuous seismic volcano-tectonic events throughout the insurgence of seismic activity. Pesaresi et al. (2017) describe the implementation of an early-warning system in the cross-border area among Italy, Austria, and Slovenia. Four papers in this special issue are devoted to the evaluation of seismic risk (Hamidatou and Sbartai 2017) , vulnerability of masonry buildings (Formisano 2017; Ferraioli et al. 2017) , and urban areas in the central Mediterranean region (Cavaleri et al. 2017 ). Deguara and Gauci (2017) present an in-depth analysis of boulder deposits, located along the SE coast of the Maltese archipelago showing that the area is exposed to strong storm waves that are capable of displacing some of the very large boulders observed on site. Finally, the last two papers deal with resilience and seismic risk perception (De Pascale et al. 2017 ) and perception on coastal erosion as well as awareness toward coastal processes and their impacts on society (Farrugia 2017) .
The Guest Editors believe that this special issue will contribute to the ongoing discussion and knowledge transfer in the field of geohazard evaluation and the mitigation of risk.
